] 4 ‘ j tt) “ a 
i. | x | i | So 5.0 me) 


| 


PROPOSED NEW CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR SOMMER ISLANDS COINAGE 


By Jeff Lipsky 


Having begun a study of the Sommer Islands coinage of Bermuda circa 1616, it has become apparent 
that the current classification systems are inadequate to clearly denote die varieties of Sommer Islands 
coinage. The Bermuda Monetary Authority took the Pridmore Classification and expanded on it in their 
1997 publication, Coins of Bermuda. In the four years since publication two new obverse (Hog side) die 
varieties and one new reverse (Ship side) variety have been identified and it is likely that further die 
varieties will be discovered. A logical and easy to understand system is needed to classify these die 
varieties that can be easily expanded as new die varieties are discovered. 


The system I propose would start with the familiar Pridmore system; | for shillings, 2 for sixpences, 3 for 
threepences and 4 for the twopences. This number would be followed by a colon, then a Roman numeral 
starting with I for the first obverse die variety for each denomination, II for the second obverse die variety, 
etc. This would be followed with a hyphen, then a capital letter for each reverse die variety of each 
denomination, A for the first reverse die variety B for the second, ete. 


I will list below the Pridmore number, Bermuda Monetary Authority (BMA) moniker and the proposed 
Lipsky labeling system for each known die variety of Sommer Islands coinage along with a listing of 
known specimens of the rarer varieties. 

Shilling > Pridmore | Lipsky 1: 


Obverse die: . 
E Denticaled outer border, legend Sommer Islands first inner beaded ring enclosing Hog 
Facing left with XI above Hog 
Lipsky 1:1! 


Reverse Dies: 
A. Beaded Ring around outside enclosing Sailing Ship Facing left-Small sails. 


Lipsky 1:-A 
B. Beaded Ring around outside enclosing Sailing Ship Facing left-Large sails. 
Lipsky 1:-B 
Shilling 
Pridmore BMA Lipsky Rarity 
| (all Shillings) E 3 
P.1 BMA type 1 L:I-A Soe 
P.1 BMA type 2 L:I-B 7 


Currently known specimens of type 1:I-B 


iy St. Peters Church, St. George, Bermuda EF 
a Bank of Bermuda (probably Roper coin lot #2 12/83) VF 

3. E. Rodovan Bell Collection at Bank of Bermuda F-VF 
4. Stacks 9/94 lot 4 Previously Stacks Lot 913 1/93 auction F 

me Castle Island Find 1993. Government of Bermuda VF 
6. Possibly one more known 


Sixpence > Pridmore 2 Lipsky 2: 


Obverse dies: 
I. Denticaled outside border, Sommer [lands, inside beaded ring encircling smaller Hog 
Facing left and flowers between front and back legs evenly spaced. VI over Hog 
Lipsky type 2: I — 
H. Denticaled outside border, Sommers Islands inscribed astrisk shaped privy mark at 6:00 


in legend, beaded ring surrounding larger Hog with nose touching inner ring and flower between legs 
front and back close to vertical die break that looks like third front leg. Hog’s feet further from 
bottom of inner ring than previous type. VI over Hog. 


Lipsky type 2: I — 
Reverse dies: 
A. Denticaled outside boarder surrounding Sailing ship Facing left with Large portholes. 
Lipsky type 2: -A 
B. Denticaled outside boarder around Sailing ship Facing left with Small portholes. 
Lipsky type 2: -B 
Pridmore BMA Lipsky Rarity 
2 (all sixpences) ius 5- 
P.2. BMA type I 124 5 
P.2. BMA type II 2: I-B ors 
2:11-B 8 
Currently known specimens of type 2: II-B 
1. Castle Island find, 1994. Coin #12 VF corroded 
a Castle Island find, 1994 Coin# 19 VG/F corroded 
3. St. Peters Church, St. George, Bermuda VG/Poor 
*Five in Castle Island find alone 
Threepence > Pridmore3 _Lipsky 3: 
Obverse Dies: 
I. Beaded outside border surrounding Hog Facing left, Five pellets in square array before 
forefeet III in straight line. 
Lipsky 3: I — 
i Beaded outside border surrounding Hog Facing left. Five pellets below hogs snout III 


above Hog with each of the uprights progressively higher from left to right. 


Lipsky 3: H -- 


Reverse Dies: 

A. Beaded outside border surrounding Sailing ship Facing left. Small 

portholes, letters S.I. on either side of ship. 
Lipsky 3: - A 

B. Beaded outside border Sailing ship Facing 
Left. Large portholes, pronounced keel. 
Letters not visible but area too worn to know if 
S.L on sides of ship. 


Lipsky 3: - B 
Pridmore BMA Lipsky Rarity 
3 (all threepence) 3: i 
3: I-A 7 
3: i- B 9 
Currently known specimens of type 3: I-A 
1. Lauder 12/83 Doyle Galleries lot 109. F 
2. Bank of Bermuda from Carnegie auction 3/83 by F/VG 


Spink & Son lot 1120 

3. Bermuda Monetary Authority from Norweb auction 10/87 VF 
B&M lot 1141 

4. British Museum collection 

5. Eric P. Newman collection 

6. E Rodovan Bell collection at Bank of Bermuda 


Currently known speciman of type 3: 1] —B 
1. B&M Auction 3/99 Lot 1001 F holed net G- 6 


Twopence> Pridmore 4  Lipsky 4: 


Obverse Dies: 
I. Beaded outside border surrounding Hog Facing left.Smaller Star between front and 
back legs . Roman numeral I’s about even above H 
Lipsky type 4: I- 
Ee Beaded outside border surrounding Hog Facing left. Larger Star between Hogs front 
and back legs. Second Roman numeral I above Hog slightly lower than first. 


Lipsky type 4: II 


Reverse Die: 
A. Beaded outside border around Sailing ship Facing Left with letters S.I. on 


either side of ship. 
Lipsky type 4: -A 


Pridmore BMA Lipsky Rarity 

4 (all twopence) 4: 6+ 
P.4 BMA type I 4: I-A 7 
P.4 BMA type II 4: H-A 7 


Listing of all Specimens of type 4: 


1. Garrett 10/80 B&R lot 1196 Fine 4:I-A 
2. Robinson 2/82 Stacks lot 3 Good 4:11-A 
3. Lauder 12/83 Doyle lot 108 V.G. 4:]I-A 
4. Roper 12/83 Stacks lot 6 Fine 4:1-A 
5. Brand II 6/84 B&M lot 944 VF 4:1-A 
6. Carnegie 3/83 Spink & Son lot 1121 VF 4:]I-A 
7. Norweb 10/87 B&M lot 1140 VF 4:J-A 

8. E. Rodovan Bell collection (probably Ray Byrne coin) 4:]-A 
9. Bermuda Historical Society (maybe Roper coin) 4: 

10. Rosa Americana Fixed price list #10, Stacks 9/94 lot 1G/poor 4:]-A 
11. Ashmolean Museum at Oxford, condition unknown 4: 

12. B&M 5/01 lot1134 from Stacks 1/98 lot 109 VF 4:1-A 
13. St. Peters church, St. George, Bermuda VF 4:11-A 
14. St. Peters Church, St. George, Bermuda Poor 4: 

15. Reported in London bank vault Fine 4: 


Along with being logically constructed and easily expandable as new die varieties are found, the new 
Lipsky classification system can be used to discuss an individual obverse or reverse die no matter how 
many other dies it is married with. For instance the Lipsky die 2: -B 1s the Small Portholes reverse 
sixpence die. It is known with both obverse sixpence dies. By listing die 2: -B it is clear we are discussing 
all known examples of the sixpence with the small Portholes reverse. Expansion of the BMA system will 
yield no such clarity. 


I would be interested in comments on the proposed system. Please E-mail me at JHLipsky @aol.com. 
Write them on the C4 sponsored Yahoo Groups or write a comment letter to the newsletter. 


